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This document is not intended to be relied upon as legal advice.  
Rather, these materials are intended to provide a general overview 
of protesters’ rights and related information.  Statutes change and 
court decisions often alter existing understandings of the law.  As a 
result it is important to confirm the current status of information 

conveyed herein and consult with an attorney prior to engaging in 
particular actions. 

 
Nothing herein is intended to interfere with or discourage persons 

from cooperating with any legitimate  
law enforcement investigation. 

 
 
 

The pamphlet was prepared by staff who are proud members of 
UAW Local 2320. 
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 E.  Hospital Emergency Room Facilities 

 F.  Citizens Complaints 
 

Note:  Complaints may also be lodged directly with the law enforcement agency 
at issue.  Additionally, the actions of law enforcement and private security per-
sonnel may give rise to a claim in civil court through the involved agency and/or 
corporation can be held accountable for their actions.  

 G.  Other Know Your Rights Resources 
 

National Lawyers Guild – National Office:  Website has Know Your Rights brochures in 
English, Spanish, Arabic, Chinese, Farsi and Punjabi. 
http://www.nlg.org/resources/know-your-rights/ 
 

American Civil Liberties Union: Website has Know Your Rights pocket cards and brochures 
in English, Spanish, Arabic, Hindi, Somali, Urdu, Farsi and Punjabi.  
http://action.aclu.org/site/PageServer?pagename=AS_downloads 
 

Midnight Special Law Collective: Website has Know Your Rights materials in a range of 
formats and covering particular subject areas. 
http://www.midnightspecial.net/materials/kyr.html 
 

National Immigration Law Center:  Website has Know Your Rights materials in a wide 
range formats and languages and covering particular subject areas frequently encountered 
by immigrants. 
http://www.nilc.org/ce/ceindex.htm#know-rights 

DMC Detroit Receiving Hospital/
University Health Center 
4201 St. Antoine Blvd 
Detroit, MI 48201 
(313) 745-3000 

Henry Ford Hospital 
2799 W. Grand Blvd. 
Detroit, MI  48202 
(313) 916-2600 

DMC Harper University Hospital 
3990 John R 
Detroit, MI 48201 
(313) 745-6000 
  

St. John Hospital & Medical  
Center 
22101 Moross 
Detroit, MI 48236 
(313) 343-4000   

Detroit Board of Police Commis-
sioners 
1300 Beaubien, Room 328 
Detroit, MI 48226 
(313) 596-1830 

  

U.S. Department of Justice  
Civil Rights Division 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Special Litigation Section 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

 (202-514-6255  

http://action.aclu.org/site/PageServer?pagename=AS_downloads
http://www.midnightspecial.net/materials/kyr.html
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 C.  Jail Facilities 
 

Note:  In Detroit, the jails are operated by the Wayne County Sheriffs 
Department and receive prisoners from various law enforcement agen-
cies working in the City.  Arrestees may be kept in holding cells of the 
involved law enforcement agency prior to being transferred to one of 
the jails.  

 D.  Courthouses  

 

Immigration & Customs  
Enforcement 
U.S. Department of Homeland Se-
curity 
Federal Building 
333 Mt. Elliott Street, 2nd Floor 
Detroit, Michigan 48207 

U.S. Department of Justice 
211 W. Fort Street, Suite 2001 
Detroit, MI 48226 
(313)226-9100 
  

Jail Division I  
570 Clinton St. 
Detroit, MI 48226 
(313) 224-0795 

Jail Division II  
525 Clinton St. 
Detroit, MI 48226 
(313) 224-2247 

Jail Div. III  
3501 Hamtramck Drive 
Hamtramck, MI 48211 
(313) 875-7000 

  

U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Michigan 
Theodore Levin Courthouse 
231 W. Lafayette Blvd. 
Detroit, MI 48226 
(313) 234-5005 

3rd Judicial Circuit Court of Michi-
gan – Criminal Division 
Frank Murphy Hall of Justice 
1441 St. Antoine Street 
Detroit, MI  48226 
(313) 224-5260 

36th District Court 
421 Madison Ave. 
Detroit, MI  48226 
(313) 965-2200  
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I. OVERVIEW OF RIGHT TO ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE 
 
The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution protects the rights of 
groups and individuals to advocate for changes in laws, government 
practices, and even the form of government.  The First Amendment 
thereby protects people’s right to engage in lawful protest activities.   
 

The right to protest however generally only exists at particular locations 
defined as “public forums.”  Courts have found three types of public fo-
rums – traditional public forums, designated public forums, and nonpub-
lic forums.  Traditional public forums are locations such as public parks, 
sidewalks, streets and similar locations.  These are locations that have 
long been used as places where people assemble and discuss public is-
sues.  At these locations, government officials cannot ban lawful protest 
activities such as leafleting, marching, speeches, picketing, singing, etc. 
as long as the activities do not block or interfere with pedestrian or ve-
hicular travel and where materials are not forced upon passers-by.  Addi-
tionally, government officials generally cannot require organizers to ob-
tain a permit in advance of such activities at these locations. 
 

Designated public forums are places such as municipal auditoriums, 
meeting rooms, and the holding pens (a.k.a. the Orwellian named “Free 
Speech Zones) designated for protesters in cities hosting recent national 
political conventions.  At designated public forums, government officials 
can restrict which groups or persons are permitted to use the forum 
(e.g. university could allow only student groups to use meeting rooms at 
public university), but cannot deny use of the forum based on the view-
points expressed.  Nonpublic forums are public places that have not 
been traditionally used for expressive activity and places that have not 
been opened-up for expressive activities.  These are places such as jails, 
public hospitals, and military bases.   Government officials can generally 
ban protest activities at these locations, so long as the ban is not based 
on the viewpoint of the protesters.   
 

In both all public forums, government officials can place “reasonable” 
time, place and manner restrictions on protest activities at these loca-
tions. Permits may be required where tables are set up, speeches or mu-
sic is amplified, sidewalks or streets are blocked, and other activities that  
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 B.  Police Agencies 

 
 

Detroit Police Department 
Headquarters & Office of Public 
Information 
1300 Beaubien 
Detroit, MI 48226 
(313) 224-1300 - Headquarters 
(313) 596-2200 –Public Info. 
(313) 267-4600 – Prisoner Info.  

Detroit Police Department 
Central District 
7310 Woodward Avenue  
Detroit, MI 48202  
(313) 596-1300 

Wayne County Sheriffs Depart-
ment 
1231 St. Antoine 
Detroit, MI  48226 
(313) 224-2222 

Wayne County Prosecutor 
1200 Frank Murphy 
1441 St. Antoine 
Detroit, MI  48226 
(313) 224-5777 

Michigan State Police 
Cadillac Place 
3050 W. Grand Blvd. 
Detroit, MI 48202 
(313) 456-6600 

  

Federal Bureau of Investigations 
Field Office 
477 Michigan Avenue, Fl. 26 
Detroit, Michigan 48226 
(313) 965-2323 
(313) 568-6033 - Aaron W. Todd, 
Chief Counsel 

Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion 
Detroit Division 
431 Howard Street 
Detroit, MI  48226 
(313) 234-4000 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms & Explosives 
Detroit Field Division 
1155 Brewery Park Boulevard, 
Suite 300 
Detroit, MI 48207 
(313) 202-3400 

Customs & Border Protection 
Field Operations Office 
211 W. Fort Street, Suite 1200 
Detroit , MI   48226 
(313) 496-2155 
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UNDESIRED AND UNWELCOME ACCOSTING IN PUBLIC:  Occurs when a 
person has asked another first person to stop, or after the second per-
son has communicated a clear and reasonable manifestation to the first 
person that continuing to accost is undesired and unwelcome.  Violators 
may be found guilty of a misdemeanor for each violation and may be  
fined up to $500 and sentenced to a maximum of 90 days in jail, or both, 
for each violation. 

 
VIII. CONTACT INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE 

 

 A.  Legal & Other Organizations  

National Lawyers Guild 
Detroit & Michigan Chapter 
450 West Fort Street 
Detroit, MI 48226-3169 
(313) 963-0843 

American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan 
2966 Woodward Ave.  
Detroit, MI 48201 
(313) 578-6800 

Legal Aid & Defender 
613 Abbott Street 
Detroit, MI  48226 
(877) 964-4700 

Lawyer Referral & Information Service of the 
Detroit Metropolitan Bar Association, (313) 
961-3545 

Detroit Coalition Against Police Brutality 
220 Bagley, Suite 808 
Detroit, MI 48226 
(313) 963-8116 
(313) 399-7345 
  

potentially interfere with the traditional or intended public use of the 
location where the protests occur.    Whether government can charge 
organizers for extra “police protection” or clean up by sanitation crews is 
hotly contested.  
 

Limitations on Persons Protected:  Until existing laws are 
changed or until the makeup of courts interpreting laws are 
changed to find such laws unconstitutional, the INS is permitted 
to target non-citizens for deportation because of their First 
Amendment activities, as long as it could deport them for other 
reasons.   
 

Limitations on Protest Activities:  Activities which are other-
wise illegal such as violence, incitement to imminent violence, 
malicious speech, destruction of public property, trespassing, 
etc. are not protected within a person’s right to protest.  Civil 
disobedience and disobeying a lawful order of a police officer 
are also not protected. 
       

Private businesses and stores, including shopping malls, are often not 
considered traditional public forums, despite the obviously public char-
acteristics of many private locations such as shopping malls, food courts, 
and plazas.   
 

II. PUBLIC SPACE & BUILDINGS IN DOWNTOWN DETROIT 
 

Getting around downtown by car can be a little tricky with a number of 
one-way streets, but, unlike many other older cities, Detroit is laid-out 
on a hub and spoke design.  Once the layout is understood, downtown 
Detroit is easily negotiated by bike or walking.   
 

The downtown area is generally bordered by US 75/Fischer Freeway to 
the North, US 375/Chrysler Freeway to the East, the Detroit River to the 
South, and MI 10/Lodge Freeway to the West.   The bottom of the “hub” 
can be found at the intersection of Woodward and Jefferson Avenues.  
Woodward Avenue is the north-south artery that divides the city be-
tween the east and west sides.  Spokes running out from Woodward 
Avenue include Gratiot Avenue running Northeast from downtown, 
Grand River Avenue running Northwest from downtown, and Michigan 

2 
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Avenue (running West from downtown).  Jefferson Avenue runs east-
west, parallel to the Detroit River.  Canada is located south of the city, 
on the other side of the Detroit River.    
 

Within the Downtown area there are a number of public spaces, includ-
ing plazas, parks, and public buildings of the federal, state and local gov-
ernments.   Public plazas are generally small but include those located in 
front of the McNamara Federal Building, Cobo Center, the Frank Murphy 
Hall of Justice, and the Coleman A. Young Building.   
 

Downtown public parks include Hart Plaza which is located at the foot of 
Woodward Avenue and along the river, Campus Martius1 which is lo-
cated at the intersection of Woodward and Michigan Avenues, Cadillac 
Square Park which is located adjacent to Campus Martius to the east and 
Grand Circus Park which is located at the intersection of Woodward Ave-
nue and Adams Street.  There is also a public walkway along the river 
that serves as a promenade during the summer months.  Lafayette Park, 
Central Park, Tercentennial-Milliken State Park, and Belle Isle Park are 
located to the east of downtown and Clark Park, Riverside Park and Roo-
sevelt Park can be found to the west of downtown.  
 

The Patrick McNamara Federal Building is located on Michigan Avenue, 
at the intersection with Cass Avenue.  The building has a small plaza in 
front that has been the location of many protests and demonstrations 
over the years.  The building houses offices of a number of federal agen-
cies including the National Labor Relations Board, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigations, Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, Army Corps 
of Engineers, Internal Revenue Service, Department of Veterans Affairs, 
Department of Labor, Department of Housing and Urban Development, 
Social Security Administration, and some offices of the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security.  U.S. Senator Carl Levin also maintains offices in 
the building.  Offices of the Drug Enforcement Administration are lo-
cated around the corner on Howard Street.  
_____________________ 
 
1 The status of Campus Martius as a traditional public forum is a bit unclear.  The park is 
believed to be owned by the city, but operated under a lease with a private nonprofit 
organization.  Prior to the park being “reestablished” in 2004, a public square and under-
ground parking garage were located there. At times, it has been asserted to be a private 
park not open to marches and pamphleteering.   
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B. City of Detroit Ordinances  
 

Michigan’s Home Rule Cities Act limits penalties that can be imposed by 
a city ordinance.  Generally, the penalty for a violation of such a city or-
dinance shall not exceed a fine of $500 or imprisonment for 90 days, or  
both. Ordinances may provide that a violation of the ordinance is pun-
ishable by imprisonment for not more than 93 days or a fine of not more 
than $500, or both, if the violation substantially corresponds to a viola-
tion of state law that is a misdemeanor for which the maximum period 
of imprisonment is 93 days. 
 

OBSTRUCTING STREETS & SIDEWALKS.  In the discretion of the court, 
individuals may be fined up to five hundred dollars ($500.00) and sen-
tenced up to ninety (90) days in jail, or both, for each violation that is 
issued. 
 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT (IN CONNECTION WITH PERMIT):   Potentially 
occurs when a person who makes or assists in making any noise, distur-
bance, or improper diversion or any rout or riot, by which the peace and 
good order of the neighborhood is disturbed, or when a person con-
sumes alcoholic beverages on any street or sidewalk, engages in any 
indecent or obscene conduct in any public place, engages in an illegal 
occupation, or loiters in a place of illegal occupation.  Misdemeanor.  
 

MALICIOUS MISCHIEF (INJURING PROPERTY):  May occur when a per-
son destroys, injures or in any manner defaces any real or personal prop-
erty where the resulting damage is $100 or less.  Misdemeanor. 
 

LOITERING: Makes it unlawful for any person to loiter on any street, 
sidewalks, overpass or public place. Loitering is defined as the act of 
standing or idling in or about any street, sidewalk, overpass or public 
place so as to hinder or impede or tend to hinder or impede the passage 
of pedestrians or vehicles.  A person who violates this section shall be 
responsible for a civil infraction and subject to a civil fine of not more 
than $100. 
 

INTERFERENCE WITH CITY EMPLOYEES IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR 
DUTIES:   Potentially occurs when a person knowingly and willfully inter-
feres with or obstructs any city employee, including police officers, in 
the performance of his duties as a city employee. Misdemeanor.  
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MALICIOUS DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY (TREES, SHRUBS, GRASS, 
ETC.):  Misdemeanor  if property is worth $200 or less (93 days/$500 or 
3x value of prop.).  Misdemeanor if property is worth between $200 and 
$1,000 (not more than 1 year/$2,000 or 3x value of prop.). Felony if 
property is worth $20,000 or more (10 years/$15,000 or 3x value of 
prop.).  Felony if property is worth between $1,000 and $20,000 (5 
years/$10,000 or 3x value of prop.).   
 
MALICIOUS DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY (SIGNS, BILLS, NOTICES):  Mis-
demeanor.  
 
INTERFERENCE WITH NORMAL FLOW OF VEHICULAR OR PEDESTRIAN 
TRAFFIC:  A person, who blocks, obstructs, impedes, or otherwise inter-
feres with the normal flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic upon a pub-
lic street or highway may be liable for a civil infraction, resulting in the 
assessment of a fine and costs.  
 
RESISTING OR OBSTRUCTING OFFICER IN DISCHARGE OF DUTY:  Ob-
structing an officer charges are often brought when an individual resists 
or interferes with a police officer in the performance of his or her duties.   
The charge is a felony punishable by not more than two years in prison, 
a $2,000 fine, or harsher penalties if injury to the officer occurs.  
 
NEGLECTING OR REFUSAL TO AIDE SHERIFF OR CONSTABLE:  Charges 
for neglecting or refusing to aid a sheriff or constable may arise where 
an individual fails to assist in preserving the peace or help to secure an-
other person for a breach of the peace.   
 
TERRORISM: A person may be found guilty of the crime of terrorism 
when that person knowingly and with premeditation commits an act of 
terrorism. Terrorism is broadly defined to include actions that would be 
a violent felony in this state that an individual knows or should know is 
dangerous to human life and that is “intended to intimidate or coerce a 
civilian population or influence or affect the conduct of government or a 
unit of government through intimidation or coercion.”  The crime is a 
felony punishable by imprisonment for life or any term of years or a fine 
of not more than $100,000.00, or both. However, if death was caused by 
the terrorist act, the person shall be punished by imprisonment for life 
without eligibility for parole.  
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The Theodore Levin Courthouse is home to the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of Michigan and is located in the 200 block of West La-
fayette Boulevard.  The building also houses offices of other federal 
agencies and the offices of U.S. Rep. John Conyers.  The building takes-
up one city block and public sidewalks exist on each side of the building;  
however there are no plazas or parks adjacent to the building.   
 

Department of Homeland Security offices relating to immigration are 
principally located at buildings outside the downtown area.  The build-
ings are within two miles of downtown.   Offices for Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) are located at 333 Mt. Elliott Street.  Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services can be found at 11411 East Jefferson Ave-
nue.  These locations have public sidewalks located in front of the build-
ings; however are not adjacent to a public park or plaza.   The ICE office 
is located within walking distance of Mt. Elliott Park, which can be found 
at end Mt. Elliot Street near the river.  There is also a U.S. Coast Guard 
station adjacent to the park.  The U.S. Coast Guard also maintains a sta-
tion on Belle Isle.    
 

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms maintains offices just outside 
the downtown perimeter in the Brewery Park office complex off Gratiot 
near Eastern Market.  The offices are in a private office park that borders 
a street with adjacent public sidewalks.  Customs and Border Protection 
and the Department of Labor maintain offices in the 200 block of West 
Fort Street, with public sidewalks adjacent to the building.    U.S. Senator 
Debbie Stabenow and House Rep. Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick maintain 
offices within private commercial buildings located on W. Congress 
Street and Library Street respectively.   
 

State of Michigan offices are generally located outside of downtown in 
the New Center area of the city.  This area is located approximately 
three miles from downtown near the intersection of Woodward Avenue 
and Grand Boulevard.  The principal building is located at Cadillac Place 
on West Grand Boulevard, and houses offices of various state agencies 
including the Attorney General, Department of Energy, Labor and Eco-
nomic Growth, and Department of Natural Resources and Environment.  
The Michigan Department of Human Services is located just east of 
downtown in the 2900 block of Russell Street.  There are also offices of 
Michigan Works!, in the 400 block of West Fort Street, in downtown.    
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These buildings are serviced by public sidewalks but are generally with-
out public plazas and are not immediately adjacent to a public park.  
 

The office of the Wayne County Executive, County Commission and most 
county agencies are located at 500 Griswold Street.  The city’s Mayor 
and City Council offices, along with most of the city’s departments are 
located nearby at 2 Woodward Avenue in the Coleman A. Young Munici-
pal Center.  The Coleman A. Young building has public sidewalks on all 
sides and a small plaza located at the main entrance on Woodward Ave-
nue.   
 

The criminal division of the state’s Circuit Court, which has jurisdiction in 
criminal cases involving felonies and more serious misdemeanors, is lo-
cated in the Frank Murphy Hall of Justice, 1441 St. Antoine Street.  There 
is a small plaza located in front of this building. The 36th District Court is 
located at 421 Madison Avenue.  The District Court conducts preliminary 
examinations in all felony cases and has jurisdiction over all misdemean-
ors where potential punishment does not exceed one year in jail and 
over all civil infractions.  
 

Unsurprisingly, the largest multinational corporations based in the De-
troit area are associated with the auto industry.  General Motors Corpo-
ration maintains its headquarters at the Renaissance Center along Jeffer-
son Avenue in downtown.  Public sidewalks are located in front of the 
building.  A public riverwalk is located to the rear and Hart Plaza is lo-
cated next to the Renaissance Center, to the West.  Ford Motor Com-
pany is located in Dearborn, an inner ring suburb located southwest of 
downtown.  Chrysler Group LLC is located in the exurb of Auburn Hills.   
Compuware Corporation is a global software company headquartered in 
downtown Detroit along Woodward Avenue at Campus Martius.   
 

The energy sector is represented by DTE Energy, located near the inter-
section of Grand River and Cass Avenues in downtown.  The company 
wholly owns Detroit Edison which operates eleven fossil fuel (mainly 
coal) power generating plants and the Enrico Fermi nuclear power plant 
near Detroit.  The companies are seeking to expand the Fermi facility by 
adding a third reactor at the site.    Public sidewalks are adjacent to DTE 
and Detroit Edison’s office buildings.  Marathon Oil Corporation also  
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government by mass destruction.  These charges are most frequently 
brought when a protest becomes violent or results in the destruction of 
property, but these charges remain a very real threat to anyone engag-
ing in protests that challenge the nation’s existing political and economic 
structures. 
 

The following paragraphs provide an overview of many, but not all, po-
tential charges under Michigan statutes and City of Detroit ordinances 
that might be leveled against protesters engaged in various nonviolent 
protest activity.  

 

A.  State of Michigan Criminal Code  
 

DISORDERLY PERSONS:  A disorderly person charge may be brought for 
jostling or crowding other in a public place, or engaging in indecent or 
obscene conduct.  Misdemeanor. 90 days and/or $500.  
 

DISTURBING A LAWFUL MEETING: Disturbance of lawful meetings is an 
offense that may be brought against an individual creating a disturbance 
in a public place where citizens are peaceably and lawfully assembled.  
Misdemeanor. 90 days and/or $500. 
 

INCITING TO RIOT/UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY/RIOT:  Potential charges exist 
where four or more people gather with the purpose of inciting riotous 
behavior, or to be present at the place where such a riot develops. Fel-
ony. 5-10 years and/or $5,000-$10,000.  
 

TRESPASS: The charge of trespass generally occurs when intentionally 
entering onto the land of another without lawful authority to do so, or 
failing to leave after being asked by the owner.  Misdemeanor. 30 days 
and/or $250.  CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT TRESPASS:  A misdemeanor 
punishable by prison for not more than a year and/or a fine up to 
$1,000. 
 

MALICIOUS DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY (PERSONAL/ BUILDING/ AP-
PURTENANCES):  Felony if property is worth $20,000 or more (10 years/
$15,000 or 3x value of prop.).  Felony if property is worth between 
$1,000 and $20,000 (5 years/$10,000 or 3x value of prop.). Misde-
meanor if property is worth less than $1,000 (not more than 1 year/
$2,000 or 3x value of prop.).  
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Whether any force was used against an arrestee and the type of 
force used; 

Actions taken by law enforcement and methods used to effect 
an arrest; 

The events occurring before, during and after the detention or 
arrest; 

If possible, take pictures or video of events as they occur; 

The names and contact information of other witnesses and 
whether any of these folks took pictures or video;  

The names and contact information of persons detained or ar-
rested; 

A physical description of persons arrested, including the lack of, 
or presence of,  visible injuries; and  

If law enforcement personnel will disclose, the location where 
arrestees are being taken.  

 

Keep your hands visible to police and stay beyond grasping distance.  If 
law enforcement personnel order you to move further away, stop asking 
questions, or otherwise withdraw, it is best to comply while continuing 
to observe from a safe distance.  Failure to comply can often result in 
unpredictable and sometimes violent reactions by law enforcement and 
may result in your arrest.   

 

V. POTENTIAL CHARGES UNDER 
MICHIGAN CRIMINAL CODE & DETROIT ORDINANCES 

 

In an age of greatly expanded criminalization of conduct opposing corpo-
rate power and existing government policies, society has seen a marked 
increase in the range and severity of charges that can be brought against 
protesters and corresponding erosions in protections of citizens funda-
mental rights.   
 

Protesters should be aware that in addition to charges discussed here, 
there are a range of potential federal charges under laws of the United 
States government.  Domestic Terrorism is a fairly new charge under the 
revised U.S.A. PATROIT Act (Pub. L. No. 107-52), and allows for height-
ened sentencing against individuals that act in a way “dangerous to hu-
man life” and that intends to intimidate or coerce the public, influence 
government policy by intimidation or coercion, or affect the conduct of  
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operates a large refinery in Southwest Detroit and has been seeking to 
significantly expand capacity to process tar sands oil.  Public sidewalks 
are somewhat scarce in the vicinity of the refinery.  
 

The financial sector is represented by Comerica Bank, which maintains a 
base of operations in Detroit, but now has its headquarters in Dallas, 
Texas.  Regional offices and branch locations of various national banks 
including Bank of America, Chase, Fifth Third and Flagstar, are located in 
the downtown area or elsewhere in the city.  Public sidewalks are adja-
cent to most of these locations.  
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III. LAW ENFORCMENT IN THE CITY 
 

Downtown Detroit is home to a number of police agencies and the juris-
diction of other police agencies also encompass the downtown area.  
Federal law enforcement agencies with offices in or near downtown 
include the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration (DEA), Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives 
(ATF), Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE).  State and local agencies include the Michigan 
State Police (MSP), Wayne County Sheriff’s Department (WCSD), and 
City of Detroit Police Department (DPD).     
 

The FBI, DEA, ATF and CBP all have offices in the downtown area.  The 
FBI has broad general jurisdiction to investigate potential violations of 
most federal crimes.  The DEA enforces federal laws regarding the distri-
bution and use of various controlled substances.  The ATF is charged 
with enforcing federal laws concerning firearms, explosives, alcohol, and 
tobacco.  The ATF also investigates potential crimes involving arson or 
bombs. Commonly known as Border Patrol, CBP is an agency of the De-
partment of Homeland Security with broad jurisdiction to enforce U.S. 
laws at the nation’s borders and beyond.  ICE is the largest investigative 
agency in the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  ICE has broad 
jurisdiction and duties including patrolling the border, protecting certain 
infrastructure, and most notably, enforcement of immigration laws 
along with the seizure and deportation of undocumented persons.  This 
agency’s offices are located along Jefferson Avenue, outside of the 
downtown area.  Each of these agencies participates in a number of joint 
taskforces along with state, county and city law enforcement.  
 

The MSP participates independently and jointly with county and city 
police agencies.  The agency maintains a repaid deployment capacity in 
the event of civil disturbances, labor unrest, and political protests.  
Wayne County sheriffs primarily conduct road patrols and provide secu-
rity at County buildings and parks within the City of Detroit.  Both the 
MSP and WCSD participate in joint taskforces with federal and city law 
enforcement and provide other assistance to local police.  The DPD is 
the largest law enforcement agency in Detroit.  It has general jurisdiction 
to enforce a wide range of state and local criminal laws.  The DPD’s 
headquarters are located in the Greektown section of downtown and  
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Once arrested, police typically transport individuals to a local district or 
precinct station house where individuals are booked (fingerprinted, pho-
tographed, etc.) and then placed in a holding cell with other arrestees.  
Individuals will then wait to be arraigned and may have the opportunity 
to post bond before or at the time of arraignment.  In Detroit, arraign-
ment generally occurs within 48 hours after arrest.  If bond is not avail-
able or not posted, individuals will be taken to the county jail following 
the arraignment.  If an individual has been injured during the course of 
an arrest, they are typically taken to Detroit Receiving Hospital before or 
after being booked.  
 

Undocumented persons who are taken into custody by immigration 
authorities also have the right to remain silent and the right to a hearing 
before being deported.  You also have the right meet with your attorney 
and to be represented by your attorney during any proceedings and you 
have the right to call your consulate, who may be able to assist in obtain-
ing an attorney.  Immigration authorities will not appoint an attorney to 
represent you.  Rather, you must find and hire an attorney or your own 
choosing.  If you wish to exercise any of these rights, you must state so 
to the authorities.  It is also important to not sign any documents that 
waive any of your rights.  In many cases, you also have the right to post 
bond and be released from detention prior to any hearing.       
 

1.  Witnessing an Arrest 
 

Protesters may be in position to see and observe the unlawful deten-
tions or arrests of others.  Moreover, even lawful arrests can result in 
excessive force being used against an arrestee and in gross overcharging 
by the prosecutor.  The information of those who witnessed the arrest 
may be useful for the defense of persons faced with these circum-
stances. 
 

When witnessing police action against others, it is important not to in-
terfere but to note certain information such as: 
 

The number of law enforcement persons present; 

The names or badge numbers of involved officials; 

The agencies the involved officials work for; 

The orders, commands or other words spoken by law en-
forcement officers; 
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of motor vehicles are required to provide their drivers license and regis-
tration information when pulled over.  Otherwise, detained individuals 
should refuse to answer any further questions from police during the 
detainment. 
 

While detained, police are allowed to frisk you (pat down) your clothing 
if they have reason to believe that you may be armed or dangerous.  If 
police attempt to search further, by reaching into pockets, looking 
through your bags, or other methods, state that you do not consent to 
the search.   Additionally, individuals should not sign any papers waiv-
ing their rights while they are being detained.   
 

Police are given a great deal of latitude in how long they may detain 
someone prior to a formal arrest.  If the detainment is exceeding any 
apparent reasonable length, continue to ask whether you are free to go 
and ask whether you are being placed under arrest.  
 

D.  Arrests 
 

If you are being placed under arrest, remain calm and do not resist.  Ask 
what you are being arrested for and be aware that you have a right to 
remain silent and should probably do so.  Other than providing identifi-
cation information, it is often wisest to assert your right to remain silent 
when questioned by the police.  After you have been arrested, it is highly 
unlikely that you will be able to talk the officers into believing in your 
innocence and releasing you.  Throughout the encounter, be polite but 
do not be afraid to be stubborn in asserting your right to remain silent.   
 

Police may or may not inform you of your right to remain silent and 
other rights.  However, regardless of any information they provide, any-
thing you say may be used against you or others.  Police may also con-
tinue attempts to speak with you after you first assert your right to re-
main silent.  If this happens, continue to assert your right to remain si-
lent and refuse to answer further questions until you have spoken with 
an attorney.  
 

After an arrest, you also have the right to an attorney and should re-
quest the opportunity to speak and meet with an attorney.  Make re-
peated requests as necessary.  You may also wish to request an opportu-
nity to call family or friends to inform them of where you are and to as-
sist in obtaining an attorney and your release.   
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the downtown area is within the DPD’s Central District, which has its 
offices near New Center -  north of downtown.   
 

Visiting activists should also be aware that the City of Detroit, like other 
large municipalities throughout the country, has been under significant 
pressure to by anti-government and pro-corporate conservative activists 
to layoff government workers and privatize city services.  As a result, a 
number of public buildings (as well as private businesses) in the down-
town area have private guards providing security services at such build-
ings.  At locations such as the Coleman A. Young Building, Cobo Conven-
tion Center, and Campus Martius, private security guards are likely to be 
present along with law enforcement.   Be aware, that in the State of 
Michigan licensed private security guards have many of the same pow-
ers as police to effect arrests while on their employer’s premises.   
 

It is entirely possible that protesters active in the downtown area could 
encounter law enforcement personnel from one or more of these agen-
cies.  Personnel from other police agencies may also be brought into the 
downtown area during large-scale events.   
 

IV. ENCOUNTERS WITH POLICE 
 
Generally, law enforcement encounters will consist of surveillance, re-
quests for information and questioning, detentions or arrests.  If you 
experience any these encounters with law enforcement, it is important 
to obtain the name or badge number of the involved law enforcement 
officers, the police agency they work with, and, if possible, the officer’s 
work address or phone number.   
 

While police are not legally allowed to punish you for asserting you 
rights, they may do so.  If this happens or if they otherwise violate your 
rights to engage in protest activities, remain calm and do not flee or 
physically resist.  Such actions may result in your being hurt, arrested 
and/or charged with additional crimes.  Your remedy is generally after-
the-fact, by getting the criminal charges dismissed, bringing a civil law-
suit for money damages to deter such conduct in the future, filing a 
complaint with the Department of Justice, a citizens review board or the 
agency’s internal affairs department, and/or publicly exposing the 
agency’s actions.    



9 

The Fourth and Fifth Amendments protect protesters from unreasonable 
searches and seizures and provide a right to remain silent when faced 
with questioning by government officials.  The following section high-
lights protesters’ rights when such encounters occur with law enforce-
ment officials occur.      
 

A.  Surveillance 
 

Police are allowed to conduct surveillance of you in public places, includ-
ing parks, plazas, sidewalks, or driving on the street, and are allowed to 
conduct surveillance in private buildings which are open to the public.  
Police are also allowed to conduct surveillance by looking or listening 
through open windows of a private dwelling.   They can also use video, 
photographic and listening devices to capture images of your activities 
and the substance of your conversations in these places.  However, if 
police wish to search your hotel room, the bedroom in a private dwelling 
where you may be staying, examine your computer’s files, or other simi-
lar locations, they are required to first obtain a search warrant unless 
you consent to the search.    
 
Before deciding to consent to any search, one should keep in mind such 
requests are commonly conducted to harass and intimidate persons who 
exercise their right to advocate for change and may be used as a fishing 
expedition to find some evidence that might be used to further harass 
protesters during ongoing protests before dropping the charges after 
protests have ended.  It is also important to keep in mind that while not 
all officers are corrupt, police can and have planted “evidence” against 
politically unpopular groups and individuals during such searches in the 
past.  
 
Whenever police ask for your consent to search your living space, your 
car, or your person, The NLG recommends that you clearly state that you 
will not consent to the search.2   
 

B. Requests for Information and Questioning 
 

Under the law, persons do not have to respond to requests for informa-
tion or to questions from police personnel, though in some instances it  
____________ 
2 Note: Be certain to read any warrant presented.  An arrest warrant does not necessarily 
entitle police to conduct a search of your living space.  
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may be expedient to do so.  Providing false information to police how-
ever can constitute a crime under some circumstances.  
 

It is important to keep in mind that anything you say to police can be 
used against you, your friends or others during criminal prosecutions – 
even if you are innocent of any crime.  Information that seems unimpor-
tant to you may be twisted and used against you or others, out-of-
context and in ways that you could not have imagined.   
 

Police may employ a variety of tactics to try and obtain information.  For 
example, police may state or infer that you are being ordered to answer 
their questions.  Other than a judge, no public official can order you to 
answer their questions.  Police may suggest that it is unpatriotic or that 
they will not look favorably upon you if you do not answer their ques-
tions.  Police may even lie in an attempt to get you to answer questions.  
Police are allowed to use such tactics and frequently do; however these 
tactics do not alter your right to decline to answer questions.   
 

When confronted from law enforcement, it is often best to state that 
you will remain silent or that you choose not to answer any questions.  
You may also inform the police that you do not wish to speak with them 
until you have had an opportunity to consult with a lawyer.   
 

If the police continue to persist, ask whether you are free to go.  If the 
police evade answering the question, ask it again until you receive an 
answer.  If police state that you are free to go, then walk away.  If they 
state that you are not free to go, then you are being detained.   
   

C.  Detained by Police 
 

As noted in the prior section, when you are stopped by police it is impor-
tant to ask if you are free to go.  If police state that you are not free to 
go, then you are being detained.  Police may lawfully detain you when 
they have a reasonable basis for believing that you may be involved in 
criminal activity.   
 

While being detained, individuals may be required to identify them-
selves to police.  Courts generally find that detained individuals can be 
required to identify themselves, that noncitizens can also be required to 
produce documents showing their immigration status, and that drivers  


